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national resistance when first France^ and then England
and Prussia, had interfered In her affairs. It may indeed
be doubted whether any other continental power than
France could In 1792 and 1793 have flung back seven
Invading armies, and saved her soil from the foreigner. By
a happy fortune the Revolution had broken out In the one
nation which could, In the surroundings of 1789, have
survived It. Rousseau, who had given to men and women
the surging and tumultuous hopes of a new order of
happiness and social justice3 had touched patriotism with a
new passion, and made France what she had never been
before to the commonest of her children. Europe divined
little of this when she set her armies In array against
Revolutionary France. She was grappling with the un-
known. Fox was one of the few who knew the strength of
that passion, whose first triumph over the Coalition he
watched In the autumn of 1792 with the rapture with which
Liberals of a later generation watched the play and sweep
of the forces that crumpled and annulled elsewhere in
Europe the forged title-deeds of conquest.
It is important in order to appreciate the great principles
which Fox maintained In the Revolutionary war to put on
one side the sinister elements of ambition and greed and
to suppose that every monarch in Europe was a Burke
acting with a single eye to the public good, and Inspired
only by those unreasoning but sublime appeals, to which
Burke taught so much that was good as well as so much
that was Insincere In his own country to vibrate. When
the ground is cleared, it is easier to distinguish the principles
that were In conflict. It then becomes apparent that the
argument Fox resisted so strenuously Is precisely the
argument on which the rights of nationality have been
challenged in the great controversies of the nineteenth
century. In Burke's eyes the Revolution was a crime
against a civilisation which Europe was bound to protect
France was claiming the right to build a state on new
principles fatal to her own happiness, and intolerable to